
THE DOCTRINES OF THE BIBLE 
Titus 2:1 But speak thou the things which become sound doctrine: 

Study 39 
GOVERNMENT 

Tonight we will discuss GOVERNMENT as it is taught in the Scriptures.  Last night the Presi-
dential State of the Union address was given.  What role with government do we have as 
Christians? 
 

1) GOD DESIRES THAT RIGHTEOUS PEOPLE BE IN AUTHORITY. 
Proverbs 29:2 ¶ When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice: but when the wicked beareth rule, the 
people mourn. 
 

2) GOD DOES NOT WANT US TO DESPISE GOVERNMENT. 
2 Peter 2:9 The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the 
day of judgment to be punished: 
 10 ¶ But chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and despise government. Presumptu-
ous are they, selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities. 
 11 Whereas angels, which are greater in power and might, bring not railing accusation against them before 
the Lord. 
 12 But these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the things that they under-
stand not; and shall utterly perish in their own corruption; 
 

3) GOD WILL ONE DAY TAKE OVER THE KINGDOMS OF THIS WORLD. 
Revelation 11:15 And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms 
of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever. 
 

4) WHEN JESUS RULES ON EARTH, WE WILL BE GIVEN AUTHORITY IN GOV-
ERNMENT. 
Luke 19:13 And he called his ten servants, and delivered them ten pounds, and said unto them, Occupy till I 
come. 
 14 But his citizens hated him, and sent a message after him, saying, We will not have this man to reign over 
us. 
 15 And it came to pass, that when he was returned, having received the kingdom, then he commanded these 
servants to be called unto him, to whom he had given the money, that he might know how much every man had 
gained by trading. 
 16 Then came the first, saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained ten pounds. 
 17 And he said unto him, Well, thou good servant: because thou hast been faithful in a very little, have thou 
authority over ten cities. 
 18 And the second came, saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained five pounds. 
 19 And he said likewise to him, Be thou also over five cities. 
 

5) GOD IS THE ONE WHO ORDAINED THE POWERS OF GOVERNMENT. 
Romans 13:1 ¶ Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers 
that be are ordained of God. 
 2 Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to 
themselves damnation. 
 3 For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? do that 
which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same: 
 4 For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not 
the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil. 
 5 Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake. 
 

6) GOD WANTS CHRISTIANS TO PARTICIPATE IN GOVERNMENT. 
1 Timothy 2:1 ¶ I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, 
be made for all men; 
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 2 For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and 
honesty. 
 3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; 
 4 Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. 
 

7) CHRISTIANS CAN BE DIRECTLY INVOLVED IN GOVERNMENT WHEN THE 
OPPORTUNITY PRESENTS ITSELF. 
Genesis 41:38 And Pharaoh said unto his servants, Can we find such a one as this is, a man in whom the Spirit 
of God is? 
 39 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Forasmuch as God hath shewed thee all this, there is none so discreet and 
wise as thou art: 
 40 Thou shalt be over my house, and according unto thy word shall all my people be ruled: only in the throne 
will I be greater than thou. 
 41 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, See, I have set thee over all the land of Egypt. 
 42 And Pharaoh took off his ring from his hand, and put it upon Joseph's hand, and arrayed him in vestures of 
fine linen, and put a gold chain about his neck; 
 43 And he made him to ride in the second chariot which he had; and they cried before him, Bow the knee: and 
he made him ruler over all the land of Egypt. 
 44 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I am Pharaoh, and without thee shall no man lift up his hand or foot in all 
the land of Egypt. 
 45 And Pharaoh called Joseph's name Zaphnathpaaneah; and he gave him to wife Asenath the daughter of 
Potipherah priest of On. And Joseph went out over all the land of Egypt. 
 

Genesis 50:19 And Joseph said unto them, Fear not: for am I in the place of God? 
 20 But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to 
save much people alive. 
 

Daniel 1:17 ¶ As for these four children, God gave them knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom: and 
Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams. 
 18 Now at the end of the days that the king had said he should bring them in, then the prince of the eunuchs 
brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar. 
 19 And the king communed with them; and among them all was found none like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, 
and Azariah: therefore stood they before the king. 
 20 And in all matters of wisdom and understanding, that the king enquired of them, he found them ten times 
better than all the magicians and astrologers that were in all his realm. 
 21 And Daniel continued even unto the first year of king Cyrus. 
 

Daniel 2:46 ¶ Then the king Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his face, and worshipped Daniel, and commanded that 
they should offer an oblation and sweet odours unto him. 
 47 The king answered unto Daniel, and said, Of a truth it is, that your God is a God of gods, and a Lord of 
kings, and a revealer of secrets, seeing thou couldest reveal this secret. 
 48 Then the king made Daniel a great man, and gave him many great gifts, and made him ruler over the 
whole province of Babylon, and chief of the governors over all the wise men of Babylon. 
 49 Then Daniel requested of the king, and he set Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, over the affairs of the 
province of Babylon: but Daniel sat in the gate of the king. 
 

8) OUR NATION WILL BE BLESSED IF THE LORD IS OUR GOD IN GOVERN-
MENT. 
Psalm 33:12 ¶ Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD; and the people whom he hath chosen for his own 
inheritance. 
 

9)  A SOVEREIGN GOD PRESIDES OVER THE AFFAIRS OF MEN AND NATIONS. 
Daniel 4:32 And they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field: they 
shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and seven times shall pass over thee, until thou know that the most High 
ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will. 
 

Psalm 103:19 ¶ The LORD hath prepared his throne in the heavens; and his kingdom ruleth over all. 
 

10) CIVIL LAWS SHOULD BE BASED ON GOD’S LAW. 
Deuteronomy 4:7 For what nation is there so great, who hath God so nigh unto them, as the LORD our God is 
in all things that we call upon him for? 



 8 And what nation is there so great, that hath statutes and judgments so righteous as all this law, which I set 
before you this day? 
 

11) ALL MEN ARE EQUAL BEFORE GOD AND SHOULD BE AS WELL IN GOV-
ERNMENT. 
Genesis 1:27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female 
created he them. 
 

2 Chronicles 19:7 Wherefore now let the fear of the LORD be upon you; take heed and do it: for there is no 
iniquity with the LORD our God, nor respect of persons, nor taking of gifts. 
 

12) INDIVIDUALS SHOULD BE AFFORDED THE RIGHT TO GOVERN THEM-
SELVES IN THEIR DAY TO DAY LIVES. 
1 Corinthians 9:27 But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have 
preached to others, I myself should be a castaway. 
 

Proverbs 16:32 ¶ He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty; and he that ruleth his spirit than he that 
taketh a city. 
 

13) MAN HAS INALIENABLE RIGHTS THAT COME FROM GOD. 
Galatians 5:1 ¶ Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled 
again with the yoke of bondage. 
 

1 Corinthians 9:19 ¶ For though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself servant unto all, that I might 
gain the more. 
 

1 Peter 2:15 For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men: 
 16 As free, and not using your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, but as the servants of God. 
 

INALIENABLE (DEF) unable to be taken away 
 

14) THE PEOPLE IN RULE MUST BE VIRTUOUS. 
Proverbs 14:34 ¶ Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people. 
 

Proverbs 28:2 ¶ For the transgression of a land many are the princes thereof: but by a man of understanding 
and knowledge the state thereof shall be prolonged. 
 

Proverbs 29:2 ¶ When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice: but when the wicked beareth rule, the 
people mourn. 
 

15) A CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNMENT MEANS WE ARE GOVERNED BY LAWS 
NOT THE ARBITRARY RULE OF MEN. 
Deuteronomy 4:8 And what nation is there so great, that hath statutes and judgments so righteous as all this 
law, which I set before you this day? 
 

Deuteronomy 17:14 ¶ When thou art come unto the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee, and shalt pos-
sess it, and shalt dwell therein, and shalt say, I will set a king over me, like as all the nations that are about 
me; 
 15 Thou shalt in any wise set him king over thee, whom the LORD thy God shall choose: one from among thy 
brethren shalt thou set king over thee: thou mayest not set a stranger over thee, which is not thy brother. 
 16 But he shall not multiply horses to himself, nor cause the people to return to Egypt, to the end that he 
should multiply horses: forasmuch as the LORD hath said unto you, Ye shall henceforth return no more that 
way. 
 17 Neither shall he multiply wives to himself, that his heart turn not away: neither shall he greatly multiply to 
himself silver and gold. 
 18 And it shall be, when he sitteth upon the throne of his kingdom, that he shall write him a copy of this law in 
a book out of that which is before the priests the Levites: 
 19 And it shall be with him, and he shall read therein all the days of his life: that he may learn to fear the 
LORD his God, to keep all the words of this law and these statutes, to do them: 
 20 That his heart be not lifted up above his brethren, and that he turn not aside from the commandment, to the 
right hand, or to the left: to the end that he may prolong his days in his kingdom, he, and his children, in the 
midst of Israel. 
 



16) PROPER GOVERNMENT IS REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT. 
Exodus 18:19 Hearken now unto my voice, I will give thee counsel, and God shall be with thee: Be thou for the 
people to God-ward, that thou mayest bring the causes unto God: 
 20 And thou shalt teach them ordinances and laws, and shalt shew them the way wherein they must walk, and 
the work that they must do. 
 21 Moreover thou shalt provide out of all the people able men, such as fear God, men of truth, hating covet-
ousness; and place such over them, to be rulers of thousands, and rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rul-
ers of tens: 
 22 And let them judge the people at all seasons: and it shall be, that every great matter they shall bring unto 
thee, but every small matter they shall judge: so shall it be easier for thyself, and they shall bear the burden 
with thee. 
 23 If thou shalt do this thing, and God command thee so, then thou shalt be able to endure, and all this people 
shall also go to their place in peace. 
 

17) CHRISTIANS CAN AND SHOULD BE OUR REPRESENTATIVES IN GOVERN-
MENT. 
1 Corinthians 6:2 Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world? and if the world shall be judged by 
you, are ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters? 
 

2 Samuel 23:3 The God of Israel said, the Rock of Israel spake to me, He that ruleth over men must be just, 
ruling in the fear of God. 
 

18) THE PRIMARY ROLE OF GOVERNMENT IS TO PROTECT OUR PROPERTY, 
OUR PERSON AND OUR FREEDOM. 
Isaiah 9:6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: 
and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of 
Peace. 
 7 Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his 
kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal 
of the LORD of hosts will perform this. 
 

19) GOVERNMENT SHOULD PROVIDE IMPARTIAL JUDGMENT. 
Deuteronomy 1:16 And I charged your judges at that time, saying, Hear the causes between your brethren, 
and judge righteously between every man and his brother, and the stranger that is with him. 
 17 Ye shall not respect persons in judgment; but ye shall hear the small as well as the great; ye shall not be 
afraid of the face of man; for the judgment is God's: and the cause that is too hard for you, bring it unto me, 
and I will hear it. 
 

20) THE POWERS OF GOVERNMENT NEED TO BE SEPARATED. 
Isaiah 33:22 For the LORD is our judge, the LORD is our lawgiver, the LORD is our king; he will save us. 
 

EXECUTIVE/ LEGISLATIVE/ JUDICIAL BRANCHES 
 

21) A TRIAL BY A JURY OF PEERS WITH AN OPPORTUNITY TO DEFEND 
ONESSELF IS ESSENTIAL IN EXECUTING JUSTICE. 
Acts 25:16 To whom I answered, It is not the manner of the Romans to deliver any man to die, before that he 
which is accused have the accusers face to face, and have licence to answer for himself concerning the crime 
laid against him. 
 

Numbers 35:24 Then the congregation shall judge between the slayer and the revenger of blood according to 
these judgments: 


